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September 11, 2014
The Honorable Mark Warner
475 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Warner:

I am writing on behalf of the Albemarle County School Board to urge action on important education legislation before the Senate in the current Congressional session. 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act must be reauthorized.  It should have been reauthorized in 2007 and is completely unworkable in 2014.  Under “No Child Left Behind”, schools are subject to severe sanctions and a confusing system of waivers. Without the proper reauthorization of ESEA, ad hoc policies and requirements established by the U.S. Department of Education will continue to erode the governance of our nation’s schools. I recognize that the federal government plays an important role in establishing broad education goals for America. While federal funding helps state and local school districts to address many of needs of our students through a broad range of programs, the excessive, burdensome regulations of the Department of Education are harming the education of children. 

The “Local School Board Governance and Flexibility Act” will enhance local school board authority and ensure that the U.S. Department of Education provides local school divisions with the flexibility that education in the 21st century demands. This bill will also ensure that the decisions made at the federal level will best support the goals of local school systems and the needs of the communities they serve, as well as the federal interest and goals in education.
The 13,000 students of public education in Albemarle County, and every student in the Commonwealth of Virginia, require your immediate attention to the passage of these two important education bills.
Sincerely,

Ned Gallaway
Chairman, Albemarle County School Board
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